
Page | 1 

 

 

 

A Proposal for  

Selective Licensing  

in the  

Royal Borough of 

Greenwich  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 2 

Table of Contents  

 

Section             Page No. 

1 Introduction         3 

2 Executive summary       3 

3 Background         4 

4 Legislative Background       5 

5 Strategic Context        8 

6 Evidence Base       13 

7 Licensing Criteria        42 

8 Proposed Fees       44 

9 Proposed Conditions       50 

10 References         51 

Appendices          52 

Appendix 1 : List of Streets within proposed area  

Appendix 2 : Royal Borough of Greenwich Financial Incenti ve Policy  

Appendix 3  : Case Studies  

Appendix 4  : List of Accredited Landlord and Letting Agent Organisations  

Appendix 5 : Proposed Selective Licensing Conditions  

Appendix  6 : HHSRS 29 Hazards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page | 3 

1. Introduction  

1.1 The Royal Borough of Greenwich has considered a range of evidence as laid down in 

the Housing Act 2004 and subsequent legislation to determine whether the whole 

borough or a part of the borough would benefit from the designation of a discretionary 

Selective Licensing scheme.  

1.2 In considering the evidence the Royal Borough has considered the criteria set down 

by legislation and the priorities set by the Royal Borough through its corporate aims 

and objectives. 

 

1.3 As a Royal Borough we recognise that ̀ odqrnmĥr gnld hr etmc`ldms`k sn dudqx

aspect of life and; 

 

1.3.1 We are committed to driving up standards in the private rented sector to achieve 

safer communities and contribute positively to the local economy and;  

 

1.3.2 We want to improve private rented property management and conditions to provide 

good quality accommodation and; 

 

1.3.3 We know some of our migrant communities and vulnerable people are at risk and 

are unlikely to report poor accommodation.  

 

2. Executive Summary  

2.1 The Royal Borough of Greenwich is proposing to implement discretionary Selective 

Licensing in a defined area of the Royal Borough to ensure that the private rented 

sector provides decent quality accommodation, that anti-social behaviour is effectively 

managed and issues of social deprivation and crime in areas of the Borough are 

addressed. 

2.2 The Royal Borough of Greenwich has considered the criteria set down by the Housing 

Act 2004 and subsequent legislation and produced evidence under 5 out of the 6 

specified criteria which supports the introduction of Selective Licensing in a defined 

area of the Royal Borough.  

2.3 The evidence does not support a borough wide Selective Licensing scheme currently.  

The Royal Borough will continue to review conditions and related issues within the 

private rented sector to determine whether further areas of the Royal borough should 

be so designated in future.  

2.4 Map 1 shows the proposed area for designation and section 6 of this report details 

the evidence for why this area is proposed.  
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MAP 1 Proposed Area for designation of Selective Licensing  

 

2.5 A list of the streets involved is available in Appendix 1 to this report.  It is proposed 

that a postcode checker will be available on the Royal Borough website for landlords 

to identify whether a property is licensable.  

2.6 The proposed area represents 18.9% of the total private rented stock in the borough 

excluding HMOs and less than 20% of the geographical area of the Royal Borough.  

2.7 The proposed area demonstrates significant combined issues relating to anti-social 

behaviour; crime; poor property condition; deprivation and migration.  

2.8 The proposed area, and no area in the Royal Borough can demonstrate the criterion 

for low housing demand. 

3. Background   

3.1 The Royal Borough of Greenwich is a key tourist destination; home to a World  

Heritage Site, The O2 arena+ Knmcnmĥr oqdsshdrs qnx`k o`qj `mc sgd Prime Meridian of 

the World Ģ longitude zero.  It is also ranked the 60th most deprived (with 1 being the 

most deprived) borough in the UK and ranks 13th out of all London Boroughs.  

3.2 Royal Greenwich is a diverse borough with settled and new migrant communities of 

all nationalities and has in recent years seen major regeneration and new housing 

developments along the Thames river frontage including the redevelopment of 

Greenwich Peninsula and Woolwich Arsenal, new transport links through the DLR 

and Jubilee Line and is a destination for Cross Rail at Woolwich and Abbey Wood.  

Regeneration of the river frontage and town centres is ongoing.  

https://www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/world-heritage-site/
https://www.visitgreenwich.org.uk/world-heritage-site/
http://www.theo2.co.uk/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/explore/astronomy-and-time/astronomy-facts/history/the-prime-meridian-at-greenwich
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3.3 To the south of the borough is more established long term white British communities, 

owner occupation and social housing.  

3.4 Because of recent new migration and the increasing PRS, the Royal Borough has seen 

a significant change in demography with a reduction in owner occupation from 46% in 

2014 to less than 40% in 2020 and an increasing private rented sector (PRS), from 

19.7% in 2014 to more than 32% in 2020. The total PRS can be further broken down 

between HMOs and single households, 6.7% and 26% respectively. This compares to 

a national trend of increasing PRS nationally at 19% in 2019 from 17.9% in 2014. 

3.5 Much of this growth in PRS in the borough stems from new build, particularly flats, 

some of which are let in multiple occupation.   

3.6 The Royal Borough implemented a borough wide Additional Licensing scheme from 

1st October 2017 and also licenses Mandatory HMOs.  Noncompliance with HMO 

licensing is running at 84% and there is an active enforcement programme in place.  

The numbers of HMOs in the Royal Borough continue to increase.  

3.7 The HMO licensing programme is a key theme within integrated enforcement seeking 

to improve housing conditions and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour.   

3.8 We believe that the introduction of a Selective Licensing scheme into an area of the 

borough will further support overall regeneration and the improvement of conditions 

in the wider private rented sector and help tackle crime and anti-social behaviour.   

4. Legislative Background  

4.1 The Housing Act 2004 gives Local Authorities the power to declare Discretionary 

Licensing. It is intended to provide Local Authorities with greater controls on 

maintaining the condition of the private rented housing stock including management 

and can be used to seek to address through conditions and a greater liaison with 

landlords, poor management including nuisance and anti-social behaviour by requiring 

Landlords to address issues directly with their tenants.    

4.2      With effect from 1 April 2015 Local Authorities are required to obtain approval from 

the Secretary of State for any Selective Licensing scheme which would cover more 

than 20% of their geographical area or would affect more than 20% of privately rented 

homes in the local authority area. A designation may be made to combat problems in 

an area experiencing poor property conditions, an influx of migration, a high level of 

deprivation or high levels of crime or Anti-social Behaviour. 

4.3      An independent review of Selective Licensing was carried out in 2019 and concluded 

that overall selective licensing can be an effective policy tool with many schemes 
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achieving demonstrable positive outcomes. 90$ `qd `rrdrrdc `r ħe`hqkx deedbshud nq

adssdqĨ-1 

However, the study also indicated that when implemented in isolation, the 

effectiveness of selective licensing is often limited. Schemes appear to be more 

successful as part of a wider, well planned, coherent initiative with an associated 

commitment of resources. This finding entirely consistent with the aims of the Housing 

Act.  

  

The review also highlighted that the most effective schemes are those where a 

realistic approach to area definition is taken with boundaries carefully drawn to focus 

on areas with demonstrable problems. 

 

4.4 Criteria for Declaration of Selective Licensing  

When considering whether a Selective Licensing scheme is appropriate, the quantity 

and spread of private rented houses, not being houses in multiple occupation, must be 

determined and measured against the national average.    

4.4.1    A selective licensing designation may be made if the area to which it relates satisfies 

one or more of the following conditions. The area is one experiencing one or more 

of:  

¶ low housing demand (or is likely to become such an area);  

¶ a significant and persistent problems caused by anti-social behaviour;  

¶ poor property conditions;  

¶ high levels of migration;  

¶ high level of deprivation;  

¶ high levels of crime.  

 

4.5 Methodology for Declaration: Prior to declaration the Council must:  

¶ ensure that the exercise of the power is consistent with their overall       

housing strategy ; and  

¶ seek to adopt a coordinated approach in connection with dealing with     

homelessness, empty properties and anti-social behaviour affecting the private 

rented sector as regards combining licensing with other action taken by them 

or others. 

¶ consider whether there are any other courses of action available to them 

(of whatever nature) that might provide an effective method of achieving with 

the objective or objectives that the designation would be intended to achieve, 

and  

                                                           
1 An independent review of the use and effectiveness of Selective Licensing MHCLG 2019 
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¶ consider that making the designation will significantly assist them to achieve 

the objective or objectives (whether or not they take any other course of 

action as well). 

And:  

¶ Consult with residents and relevant groups and bodies and publish the results 

¶ Ensure that the criteria applicable to the form of discretionary licensing is met 

¶ Produce an evidence base supporting the form of discretionary licensing to be 

adopted. 
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5 Strategic Context  

5.1  The World Health Organisation Housing & Health Guidelines 2018 state: 

Improved housing conditions can save lives, prevent disease, increase quality of life, reduce 

poverty, help mitigate climate change and contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), including those addressing health (SDG 3) and sustainable cities 

(SDG 11). 

5.2  The Royal Borough of Greenwich Corporate Plan 2018 -22  

Priorities supporting the improvement of the Private Rented Sector and resulting 

issues are:  

 5.2.1  A Safer Greenwich  

¶ To ensure safe and legally compliant housing  

¶ To take a tougher approach to anti-social behaviour by working with partners 

and involving local communities at every opportunity 

 

5.2.2   Delivering Homes through Economic growth  

¶ To work with all landlords and tenants to ensure the safety of our residents and 

tenants and specifically to ensure that residents who are living in Private Rented 

accommodation are living in safe environments, but also that landlords ensure 

their tenants behave in a responsible manner.  

5.2.3   A Cleaner, Greener Greenwich  

¶ Reduce anti-social behaviour in our public and green spaces 

5.2.4    Economic Prosperity fo r All  

¶ To improve the town centres 

5.2.5    Within these priorities, the Royal Borough has implemented Integrated  

     Enforcement in 2019 focussing on priority areas of the Borough where change is 

     needed.  These are split into priority areas and themes: 

 

 

¶ Priority areas  

Town Centres and surrounding areas within Woolwich, Greenwich, Plumstead 

and Eltham 

¶ Priority Themes  
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¶ Drug detritus - evidence of drug use  

¶ Fly tipping  

¶ Parking Infringements  

¶ HMOs and associated enforcement activities  

¶ Street drinking and rough sleeping  

 

Whilst work currently being undertaken in all priority areas and under each theme is 

showing significant strides towards overall improvement it is suggested that aligning a 

Selective Licensing scheme alongside those Town Centres where there is a significant 

proportion of private rented accommodation including HMOs; where property is 

older and in poorer condition; and, where there are significant issues relating to ASB, 

crime and deprivation; would further assist in achieving changes.    

5.3 Housing Strategy  

5.3.1 The Royal Borough is in the process of drafting a new Housing and Homeless Strategy 

2020-2025 within which it is recognised that the private rented sector in the Royal 

Borough represents a significant proportion of housing at just over 32% of all dwellings, 

dpt`shmf vhsg sgd rnbh`k rdbsnq 'bntmbhk `mc QRKĥr(- Nvmdq nbbto`shnm hr e`kkhmf `s mnv

less than 40% of all dwellings compared to 52% in 2011 and 46% in 2014. 

5.3.2   Key Priority 3: Safe and Sustainable Homes for All  

We are committed to improving the quality and safety standards across all housing 

tenures in the borough.  High quality, suitable housing supports good physical and 

mental health, reduces fuel poverty and carbon emissions, reduces hospital admissions 

and helps people live independently for longer.  We will use all available means to 

improve conditions in existing housing including the private rented sector. 

5.3.3   We recognise the importance of making homes more sustainable in the borough and 

the broader role we can play through our policies. We will with our partners, aim to 

reduce carbon emissions and tackle fuel poverty.   

5.3.4 To improve housing conditions for private renters and owner occupiers in the 

borough, we will use a range of interventions including advice, education and financial 

assistance. Whilst acknowledging the important role that the private rented sector 

plays in the housing market in the Royal Borough of Greenwich, we will utilise our 

enforcement powers to tackle the minority of landlords who act unlawfully. We will 

continue to target badly managed and unsafe street properties that have been poorly 

converted into houses in multiple occupation (HMOs).  

 

5.3.5  We will continue to operate and promote our five-year House in Multiple 

Occupation (HMO) Additional licensing scheme until October 2022 alongside 

mandatory HMO Licensing and consider whether there is a need to continue our 

Additional HMO Licensing scheme for a further 5 year term.   Licensing schemes 

require landlords to licence their properties and failure to do so is a criminal offence. 

Our robust enforcement strategy includes taking proportionate, appropriate and 

robust escalating enforcement action when breaches occur 
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5.3.5 We will consult on a proposal to introduce a new selective licensing scheme aimed to 

further improve private rented sector standards in single family private rented 

property. Benefits would include tackling rogue landlords and improving safety 

standards of properties in the private rented sector.   

5.4 Greenwich Fairness Co mmission Report 2017 2  

 

This report concluded under section 7 Housing;  recommendation 13; that, the 

Royal Borough should consider introducing selective licensing on areas or types of 

properties which have above average incidence of poor conditions, either through 

utilising the 20% maximum allowance, or by applying to the Secretary of State for 

further powers. 

 

The outcomes and priorities from the Fairness Commission report are outlined within 

the Royal Greenwich Social Mobility Delivery Plan 2019. 

 
5.5 Royal Gr eenwich Social Mobility Delivery Plan 2019  

 
Highlights that g`uhmf ` r`ed+ v`ql `mc rs`akd gnld hr ` uhs`k o`qs ne odnokdĥr khudr-
Good housing helps people to flourish, acting as an anchor that supports many 
aspects of their wellbeing.  
 
Conversely, poor gntrhmf b`m ad cdsqhldms`k sn odnokdĥr ogxrhb`k `mc ldms`k gd`ksg+
financial stability and development. Poor housing includes cold and/ or damp 
conditions, overcrowding, inadequate and unsafe kitchen facilities (e.g. lack of a 
fridge/freezer or oven or no safe place to prepare food) and insecure tenancy (e.g. 
risk of eviction, temporary accommodation).  
 
The wider socio-economic impacts of poor housing have been linked to damaging 
bghkcqdmĥr dctb`shnm`k `ss`hmldms `mc cdudknoldms+ `m hmbqd`rd hm `msh-social 
behaviour and breakdown of community trust. 
 

5.5.1  Fuel Poverty  
 
The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy estimates that as of   
2016 (most recent data published), there were an estimated 2.55 million households 
in fuel poverty in England. Fuel poverty tends to be more prevalent in older buildings, 
households with poor insulation, and in the private rented sector households. The 
most recent statistics estimate that 19.3% of households in the private rented sector 
experience fuel poverty, compared to 7.7% in privately owned homes and 13.3% in 
social rented homes. Households in the private rented sector also tend to be deeper 
in fuel poverty, with an average fuel poverty gap of £383, compared to £205 for 
those in local authority homes. 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
2 Fqddmvhbg E`hqmdrr Bnllhrrhnm Qdonqs 1/06 ĤNtq Etstqd Snfdsgdqĥ  
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5.5.2 Eviction  
 
Insecurity in the private sector means that renters are more cautious about making 
complaints or asking landlords to make improvements to the accommodation, for 
fear of being evicted. 

 
5.5.3 Selective licensing is a discretionary scheme that requires private sector landlords to 

license their property. Selective licensing can be introduced as a borough-wide 
license or can target specific areas of the Borough where there are known to be 
issues. Discretionary licensing schemes allow Local Authorities to set a minimum set 
of standards for housing and require landlords to provide fair and legal tenancy 
agreements. This could be used to combat fuel poverty (e.g. ensuring all homes have 
an EPC rating above E), improve kitchen facilities and provide more secure and 
transparent tenancy agreements. 

 
5.6 Integrating Communities  

 
5.6.1 Royal Greenwich was awarded funding in 2019 to specifically look at integrating 

migrant communities to improve service delivery that addresses the needs of all 
residents and includes engagement at a local community level to encourage private 
renting tenants to report poor conditions within their homes; and, more widely to 
challenge Rogue Landlords.   
 
The aim is to seek improvements in property condition in the private rented sector 
(including HMOs) and to reduce harassment and illegal eviction.  
 
Royal Greenwich has seen one of the highest levels of new migration since 2011 
both Nationally and in London, an increase of 5.1%.  The highest levels of new 
migration are within Eastern European (particularly Romanian) and Nepalese. 
 
The introduction of Selective Licensing in the Royal Borough will support the work 
already being achieved in engaging with existing and new migrant communities.   
 

5.6.2 The Greenwich Race Equality Scorecard 3 published in November 2019 has 

initiated the launch of a Racial Equality Partnership  in Royal Greenwich; a 

multidisciplinary forum aimed to bring different public sector organisations and 

community services together to understand and address inequalities with a holistic 

approach, develop new initiatives and maximise our networks. The themes of the Race 

Equality Scorecard have been used to guide discussion and prioritise areas. Part of the 

O`qsmdqrghoĥr vnqj vhkk `krn hmbktcd l`oohmf btqqdms oqnidbsr `mc c`s` hn relation to 

race equality currently taking place in the Borough.   

 
 
5.7 Priority Regeneration Areas  

 
5.7.1 Regeneration areas in Royal Greenwich seek to address a range of issues to improve 

transport; housing; public realm, jobs and business opportunities.  Regeneration areas 
currently undergoing improvements are:  

                                                           
3 Greenwich Race Equality Scorecard 2019 ς Runnymede Trust 
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¶ Woolwich 

¶ Greenwich 

¶ Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 

¶ Plumstead 

¶ Charlton Riverside 

¶ Eltham 

¶ Kidbrooke 

5.7.2 Woolwich Regeneration  focusses on the regeneration of the town centre and the 
development of new housing including affordable housing.  There is a proposed 
redevelopment of Spray Street in Woolwich which would fall within the proposed 
designated area.   
 

5.7.3 Plumstead  ĤKnud Xntq Ok`bdĥ Plumstead is a priority regeneration area for the 
Royal Borough of Greenwich and the Royal Borough is focusing substantial resources 
from both the public and private sector to bring forward positive change in the area. 
Improvements to the High Street, Lakedale Road and White Hart Road are being 
etmcdc ax sgd L`xnq ne Knmcnmĥr Fnnc Fqnvsg Etmc `mc l`sbgdc ax sge Council.  
Key improvements which align with Selective Licensing include: 

¶ More places where you could stop and sit, allowing social activity and 

discouraging anti-social behaviour.  

¶ More bins and better waste management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/142/woolwich_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/1819/greenwich_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/1820/thamesmead_and_abbey_wood_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/1821/plumstead_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/1822/charlton_riverside_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/1663/eltham_regeneration
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200200/regeneration/204/kidbrooke_regeneration
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6 Evidence Base  

6.1      Analysis of each criteria specified within legislation to be considered when seeking to 

determine whether or not a Selective Licensing scheme would be an appropriate 

course of action for the Royal Borough has been undertaken.  Outcomes for each 

criterion are detailed below. 

6.1.1 In summary, 5 out of 6 criteria are met in the proposed area of the borough with the 

exception of low housing demand which in Royal Greenwich and London as a whole 

cannot be met.   

6.2 The Private Rented S ector (PRS)  

6.2.1 The private rented sector in Royal Greenwich has been assessed at 26% excluding 

HMOs which relate to 6.7% of the total housing stock.   This is far higher than the 

National average of 19% and equates with other London Boroughs.  This figure 

supports the proposal to introduce Selective Licensing in the Royal Borough.  

6.2.2 There has been a substantial increase in the total private rented sector since 2014 

from 19.7% to 32.7% (including HMOs) and to 26% excluding HMOs.  Some of this 

increase can be attributed to new housing developments and buy to let.   

6.2.3 Analysis of the spread of private rented accommodation indicates that it is not evenly 

spread across the borough and there are significant areas with high concentrations in 

West Greenwich and Woolwich Riverside Wards where new build, particularly multi 

storey flats, has taken place.  We recognise that this is a significant impact on the 

overall movement to an increasing private rented sector however the Royal Borough 

is prioritising older properties in poor condition in terms of this proposal.  

6.2.4 MAP 2  Private Rented Sector in Royal Greenwich  
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6.2.5 Excluding the hottest spot areas in Woolwich Riverside and West Greenwich, the area 

with the highest concentration overall for the private rented sector is within the 

proposed area and represents 18.9% of all PRS excluding HMOs.  

6.2.6 There has been a spread of PRS into Shooters Hill Ward where previously most 

properties were owner occupied.  64.3% 2011 (Greenwich 43.3%) 

6.3 Low housing demand (or is likely to become such an area);  

6.3.1 Demand for Housing in London and for Royal Greenwich is high and is not likely to 

become an area of low demand. 

6.3.2 Royal Greenwich plays a major role in London's housing provision as the second 

largest provider of new dwellings of all London councils. In the past ten years over 

11,000 new homes have been built4.  

6.3.3 While new build has taken place in every Ward, the areas with the most development 

are in Greenwich West, Peninsula, Thamesmead and Woolwich Riverside Wards. In a 

15 Year period, on average 2595.00 had been built in each of these areas. These 3 

wards alone account for 45% of the new properties built within the 2000 Ģ 2015 

period.  New build has continued along the Thames riverside. 

6.3.4 Table 1 New homes built between 2000 Ģ 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.3.5 There is a shortage of affordable housing in Royal Greenwich. The South-East London 

Strategic Housing Market Assessment5 found for Royal Greenwich, that a significant 

proportion of households could not afford to buy or rent on the open market and 

forecasted a need for between 57% and 68% of new supply in Royal Greenwich to be 

affordable homes.

                                                           
4 Royal Borough of Greenwich Core Strategy 2014 
5 The South East London Strategic Market Assessment 2010 
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6.3.6 The Mayor of London published a draft London Plan 6 in 2017, which proposed to 

significantly increase housebuilding targets in London. Our target is to help to deliver 

32,040 new homes of all tenures over ten years from 2019/20, which is the third 

highest housebuilding target out of the 33 London boroughs. The draft London Plan 

also sets a strategic target for 50%of all new homes delivered across London to be 

genuinely affordable, and that new developments should provide a minimum of 30%low 

cost rented homes (London Affordable Rent or Social Rent). We will continue to aim 

to maximise the low-cost social/affordable rented housing element of every 

development. 

6.3.7 The Royal Borough started a housing acquisition programme7 to purchase street 

properties using Right to Buy receipts and address the increasing need for temporary 

accommodation (TA) in the borough. Since 2014, the number of households in TA has 

increased from 293 to 1,155. Increases in TA use can be observed across the capital 

and is due to several factors including the increased demand for homelessness services 

following sgd fnudqmldmsĥr vdke`qd qdenql `fdmc` `mc sgd hmsqnctbshnm ne sgd

Homelessness Reduction Act. This demand for TA has meant that the we are spending 

increasing amounts of money on expensive emergency overnight accommodation. 

6.3.8 Using the private rented sector for long term and temporary accommodation is a key 

strategy for Royal Greenwich due to the shortage of affordable homes overall and to 

meet the affordability targets indicated. Whilst Section 106 agreements with 

developers will seek to maximise the number of affordable homes delivered the Royal 

Borough has established an incentive programme8 with private sector landlords to 

encourage a greater level of provision. 

6.3.9 In partnership with the National Landlords Association we work with private sector 

landlords through our Landlord Business Club to provide training and support, 

including the development of incentives. These include landlord grants and 

accreditation and financial incentives where landlords will lease their property to the 

council for use as temporary; move on or permanent accommodation.  The current 

financial incentive programme can be found in appendix 2.  

6.3.10 To align with this work, the proposed Selective Licensing scheme proposes to offer 

discounts where landlords lease to the council.  

6.4 A significant and persistent problem caused by anti -social behaviou r;  

6.4.1 We have reviewed Anti-social behaviour (ASB) using both Metropolitan Police data 

and that contained within the Royal Borough.  Data has included; people ASB; Animal 

ASB; Vehicle ASB; noise nuisance; fly tipping and environmental nuisance. The greatest 

concentration of overall ASB can be clearly demonstrated within the proposed area 

                                                           
6 The London Plan 2019  
7 Draft Royal Borough of Greenwich Housing and Homelessness Strategy 2020-2025 
8 Improving Private Renting in  Royal Borough of Greenwich  

 



Page | 16 

for designation.  In particular, hate crime and sexual offences are almost wholly 

confined to the proposed area.  

6.4.2 Metropolitan Police data overall shows the highest numbers of ASB issues occur in the 

Wards of Shooters Hill and Woolwich Riverside with Greenwich West, Peninsula, 

Plumstead and Thamesmead Moorings Wards also factoring highly.     

6.4.3 Table 2 ASB Contraventions per Ward  (Met)  

 

6.4.4 The most common types of ASB reported to the Police are harassment and noise 

nuisance followed by rowdy behaviour and drug litter. 

6.4.5 Table 3 Types of Contravention in the Royal Borough of Greenwich (Met)  

 

6.4.6 People ASB  : (Met data) includes noise; rowdiness and nuisance behaviour.  The map 

below clearly identifies a concentration of these issues within the proposed Selective 

Licensing area.   
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6.4.6.1 MAP 3 People ASB  

 

6.4.7 Animal ASB : (Met data)  includes dog fouling; dangerous dogs and noisy dogs.  

While this type of nuisance is seen more predominantly in Woolwich Riverside and to 

some extent in Charlton there is clear evidence of a significant issue within the 

proposed designated area.  

6.4.7.1 MAP 4 Animal ASB
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6.4.8 Vehicle ASB : (Met data) includes abandoned vehicles, vehicle damage and other 

vehicle related offences. The map shows significant issues within the proposed area 

which extends into Abbey Wood and Thamesmead.  

6.4.1   MAP 5 Vehicle ASB  

 

6.4.9 Noise  Nuisance : (RBG data) The Royal Borough received over 3750 reports of noise 

nuisance in the year to December 2019.  

 

6.4.9.1 Table 4 Noise Issues by Ward  

 



Page | 19 

 

6.4.9.2 Noise nuisance reports can be grouped by type and range from building works to 

residential noise.  Most complaints arise from residential noise.  

6.4.9.2.1 Table 5 Type of Noise nuisance  

 

6.4.9.3 Residential noise can be further broken down and identifies loud music as the most 

common type of noise nuisance by far.  

6.4.9.3.1 Table 6 Residential Noise by Type  

 

6.4.9.4 The severity of a noise nuisance will result in enforcement action.  The table below 

demonstrates that severe noise is predominantly found in Glyndon, Woolwich 

Riverside, Woolwich Common and Plumstead.  All these wards are within the 

proposed Selective Licensing area.  
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6.4.9.4.1 Table 7  Noise Abatement  Notices by Ward  

 

6.4.9.5  Noise nuisance was mapped across the whole borough and clearly demonstrates that 

noise issues are predominant within the proposed area, while Greenwich and 

Peninsula also factor highly. 

6.4.9.5.1 MAP 6 Noise Nuisance  
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6.4.10 Fly tipping  There are a range of issues dealt with under fly tipping including 

abandoned and untaxed vehicles as well as large items such as beds ad furniture left 

on pavements and highways.  The map below indicates that the principle area where 

these issues occur is within the proposed area.    

6.4.10.1 MAP 7 Fly Tipping  

 

6.4.11 Environmental nuisance  includes dog fouling; littering, highways obstruction and 

refuse.  Complaints are widespread particularly across the north of the borough and 

more particularly within the proposed area which extends into Abbey Wood.   
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6.4.11.1 MAP 8  Environmental Nuisance  

 

6.4.12 Dog fouling nuisance  appears predominantly within the proposed area. 

6.4.12.1  MAP 9  Dog Fouli ng Nuisance  

 


